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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Hello Tritons
As you all know, November 11th is Veteran’s Day. Since this is coming to you after the 11th, I would like to
thank all of our club members who have served so faithfully in our country’s armed services for their
dedication and in many cases sacrifices in defense of our liberties.
Recently, one of our members was chosen to participate in the last Honor Flight for 2011. If you are not
familiar with the Honor Flight program, veterans of WWII are selected for a one day trip to go to
Washington, DC to see the WWII memorial and to tour, along with an escort, any other memorial or
museum in our capital that they would like to visit. All of their expenses are paid for by the Honor Flight
organization. It is a long day for these aging veterans but I am told it is a very rewarding experience. I had
the privilege of being at Midway airport on the evening of November 3rd for the return to Chicago of this
particular group of vets and I am so very glad I was there along with Diana and the family of Tom Atchison
who was invited to join this group. I estimate there was between
2000 and 2500 people on hand to greet these returning vets to a
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
rousing reception of bagpipes, banners, flags and of course much
President – Randy Skiba
cheering and congratulatory handshakes.
Vice-President – Mike Leibovtiz
Secretary – Pam Romund
Treasurer – Ed Littel
First Director – Dave O’Malley
Second Director – Tricia Shields

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Audit – Diana Skiba
By Laws & Rules – Gary Duszak
Entertainment – Dave Vemmer
Equipment & Safety – S. Leibovitz
Events – Jon Kitts
Membership – Adolph Habich
Merchandise – Pam Romund

As part of the program, family and friends of these vets were asked
to send a special message to their vet that was presented to each of
them on their return plane flight to Chicago. The Board asked Pam
Romund to put together a letter of appreciation from the club which
you will find printed later in this issue of the Trib. I am also including
some pictures of Tom’s return greeting by his family along with some
pictures of the total event. I would ask each of you not only thank
Tom but also the many other members of the club who have served
our country so well. They all deserve our respect and appreciation
for what they have done.
Great job Triton military veterans and thank you all for your service
to the cause of freedom and liberty for all of us.
Good diving to all,
Randy
. ><{{{{º>

Director of Training – Rich Schak
Editor of the Trib – Pam Romund
Illinois Council Delegates – Chuck
& Margo Miller
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
November, 2011

Nominating – Appointed in Fall
Publicity/Web Site –Mike Leibovitz
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Just a reminder your dues are now payable. Make that check out
today, thanks!
Our current membership is:
72 full members
TOTAL
72 members
Adolph Habich - Membership Committee
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TRITON 2011 EVENTS CALENDAR
November, 2011
Tuesday, 11/22

Sunday, 11/27

Business Meeting -Triton
Photo & Video
Presentation
Sandwich Making/Coat
Drive for Homeless Vets

Giuseppe's Restaurant - 7:30 PM
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016
TIC Chris Demski 847-255-9342

December, 2011
Saturday, 12/3

Holiday Party – Moretti’s
Restaurant, Mt. Prospect

Tuesday, 12/13

Triton Trib Deadline

Board of Directors: Randy Skiba r_skiba@comcast.net
847-394-0975 or Pam Romund 847-698-5490
promund@kraftfoods.com
Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

Saturday, 12/17

DEMP Training

Mike Leibovitz wa9evf@comcast.net & the Board of Ed

Tuesday, 1/10

Triton Trib Deadline

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

Tuesday, 1/24

Business Meeting

Saturday, 1/28

Community Service –
Ronald McDonald House

Giuseppe's Restaurant - 7:30 PM
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016
Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

Tuesday, 2/14

Triton Trib Deadline

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

F,S, S 2/17-20
Saturday, 2/18

Our World Underwater
Consumer Dive Show
OWU Dinner

Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL
www.ourworldunderwater.com for info and tickets
TIC Needed

Saturday, 2/25

Wolves Hockey Game

Adolph Habich (AHabich@aol.com)

Tuesday, 2/28

Business Meeting

Giuseppe's Restaurant - 7:30 PM
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016

Saturday, 3/4
Tuesday, 3/13

Wine Tasting – Cooper’s
Hawk - Arlington Heights
Triton Trib Deadline

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com
New Venue!
Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

Saturday, 3/24

Whirly Ball -Vernon Hills

Jon Kitts (jon13@voyager.net)

Tuesday, 3/27

Business Meeting –
General Elections

Giuseppe's Restaurant - 7:30 PM
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016

Tuesday, 4/10

Triton Trib Deadline

Pam Romund 847-698-5490 promund@kraftfoods.com

Saturday, 4/22

Anniversary Party
The 55th Anniversary!
Business Meeting

Judi Stephens 847-296-6421

HTU

UT

HTU

UT

January, 2012
HTU

HTU

UT

UT

February, 2012
HTU

UT

March, 2012
HTU

UT

HTU

UT

April, 2012

Tuesday, 4/24
Sunday, 4/29

HTU

UT

Giuseppe's Restaurant - 7:30 PM
1062 Lee St, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016
TIC Needed

Rush Arena Football
Allstate Arena Rosemont
There are quite a few events that still need a Triton in Charge (TIC), look it over and see what you would
like to TIC!
The Events Committee, Jon Kitts, Chair
Adolph Habich, Pam Romund, Dave Vemmer, Rosanna Vemmer with thanks to Chris Janas
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Reprinted from http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/15/science/cloaks-of-invisibility-switched-in-aflash.html?ref=global-home.Article by Richie S. King, Published November 14, 2011

CLOAKS OF INVISIBILITY, SWITCHED IN A FLASH
About half a mile below the surface of the Pacific Ocean, small squid and
octopuses face a camouflage conundrum.
Some of their predators, like hatchet fish, hunt by diving deeper and looking
upward for silhouettes of potential food. To sneak past them, it helps to be
transparent and avoid casting a shadow. But other predators, like deep-sea
dragonfish, patrol using biological searchlights that reflect off of clear flesh,
like a flashlight pointed at a window. In the presence of these luminescent
adversaries, it’s much safer to be as dark as the surrounding water.
Photo bySarah Zylinski
New research shows that at least two species of cephalopod — a Japetella
octopus and an Onychoteuthis squid — have avoided this dilemma by
evolving the ability to switch rapidly between the two disguises.
―In less than a second, it’s on and off,‖ said Sarah Zylinski, an ecologist at Duke University and an author of
the study, which appeared in Current Biology.
To alternate camouflage, the two cephalopods rely on distributed sacs of black pigment, which they can
twitch like muscles. When it’s dark and the cephalopods want to be transparent, the sacs form compact
spheres, allowing the animals’ glassy flesh to show. But when a light appears, the sacs flatten and
stretch toward one another, shrouding the creatures in pigment.
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WTTW PLEDGE NIGHT
Sunday, December 4
4:30 to 10:30 PM

We are in need of 9 more volunteers to handle telephone donations at WTTW on the far North Side of
Chicago. Programming that night (subject to change) is:
Andrea Bocelli in Central Park
Human Nature Sings in Motown
Light fare cafeteria style dinner first, then we get computer training and start taking in $$$ for Channel 11.
Tritons and other friends will see you live on TV. Work off all the food and drink from the Holiday Party the
night before. More details at Triton November meeting.
Jim Hynan 847-967-1738
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jhynan74@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER ENTERTAINMENT
TRITON PHOTO AND VIDEO SHOW
We will feature a Photo/Video Presentation by you the membership! Just a reminder about the upcoming
Triton Photo and Video Slide show is to be debuted at the November 22 Business Meeting. Again this year
we will award prizes (many thanks to Ron Levin) large format prints for the top 3 pics submitted. (1st pl.
18x24, 2 & 3rd 12x18) Don’t be late!
David Vemmer [dcvemmer@comcast.net]
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WARM WATER TRIP
SEPTEMBER 15-22, 2012
SEA OF CORTEZ
Our spring warm water trip will not be a spring trip as usual but it will be an unusual trip. I have booked all
20 spots on the Rocio Del Mar, a liveaboard, departing from Puerto Peñasco, Mexico. Here is the
information regarding the costs for this trip.
Dates: September 15-22, 2012
Dive Vessel: Rocio Del Mar (a liveaboard with 4 dives/day,
2 night dives during the week, and meals)
Port of Departure: Puerto, Peñasco, MX
Cost: $2295.00/diver
Marine Park Fee: $25.00/diver
Shuttle Cost from Phoenix: $100.00/person roundtrip
Optional Nitrox Fee: $100.00 for the week
Not Included: Transportation to Phoenix and gratuities for
the crew.
Water Temps in September: 80-85°!!!
The first deposit of
$575.00 is due when
you sign up. The second deposit of $575.00 will be due March 1,
2012 and the final payment will be due June 1, 2012. If you are
interested, please contact me to make payment arrangements. All
deposits must be made by check to Global Access, Inc and that
future and final payments can be made by check, credit card or
PayPal. I have a limited number of brochures from the dive
operator if you would like to see more plus there is a web site for the
operator.
Space is limited so please let me know as soon as possible if you
would like to join us. As of this writing there are 14 who have
reserved their spots on board. I have a total of 20 spots reserved
(the entire boat) but any that remain unsold by December 1, 2011
will be turned back to Rocio Del Mar for them to sell. Don’t be left
out, sign up now!!
Randy Skiba
Global Access, Inc.
(847) 312-9208 my cellphone if you would like to discuss this trip
r_skiba@comast.net for email questions
The value of any freebies generated by the group will be shared on a proportional basis by all participants after the completion of
the trip in the form of a rebate. This event is being run by Global Access, Inc., a profit based travel agency, Randy Skiba, Owner.
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Reprinted from the Odyssey Marine Website, www.shipwreck.net. Check it out, there are some great things to see on
the site.

TWO SHIPWRECKS DISCOVERED!
Odyssey Marine has discovered the WWII-era SS Gairsoppa shipwreck and the WWI-era SS Mantola.
According to contemporary records, the Gairsoppa reportedly carried up to 7 million ounces of silver and
the Mantola carried up to 600,000 ounces of silver on each of their final voyages. The recovery of both
wrecks is expected to begin Spring 2012. To learn more about this amazing shipwreck discovery please
visit www.shipwreck.net and then Gairsoppa information pages & photos and the Mantola info pages and
photos.
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DINNER WITH THE
DEAD
Saturday, November 5th, 2011

On November 5th, 14 adventurous divers went to have Dinner with the Dead… They met at the National
Museum of Mexican Art and walked through an exhibit where they were amazed by the details of some of
the art pieces, read about Mexican history and ended by entering the ―Day of the Dead exhibit‖. At the
exhibit they learned about this ancient Mexican tradition to remember dead loved ones. They met ―The
Catrina*‖ and were surprised at how much they could learn about a deceased person by all the objects
found in the offering, like a sewing machine, embroidery, cigarettes, and of course Tequila…
Some of us made a stop at the Museum shop and bought ―calaveritas‖ (candy skulls) after words we went
to a traditional Taqueria (Just like the ones you find in Mexico City) to enjoy the food and each other’s
company.
*La Catrina: Spanish word that means well dressed, rich. Posada used it as a way of criticizing the
rich society of Mexico and to remind them that we all have a common end.
Note: Thank you to all who participated. I enjoyed sharing this part of my Mexican Heritage.
TIC Rosana Vemmer
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Many thanks to Lynn Funkhouser for sending this to our attention.
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COOKING FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE
Did you know there are 383 childrens’ hospitals in the US and 76% are
supported by one or more of the Ronald McDonald Houses. Many families
travel far from home to get treatment for their seriously ill or injured
children. Often, it can be a long time to be away from home or to divide a
family. And, for children facing a serious medical crisis, nothing seems
scarier than not having their mom and dad close by for love and support.
The Ronald McDonald House program provides a ―home-away-from-home‖
for families so they can stay close by their hospitalized child at little or no
cost. The Houses are built on the simple idea that nothing else should
matter when a family is focused on healing their child – not where they can
afford to stay, where they will get their next meal or where they will lay their
head at night to rest.
The very first event of the New Year will be a community service event, why
not start your year off with a good cause? We will be cooking dinner for the
residents and staff of the Ronald McDonald House in Hines IL (just behind
Loyola Hospital at First Avenue and Roosevelt Road). We will provide the
food, do the cooking, allowing them to eat a wonderful home-cooked meal
instead of grabbing things on the run as they head back and forth to the hospitals in the area.
You don’t need to be a fantastic cook to join in on the fun. We will have a menu put together, recipes to
follow, and plenty of work for all. The cost of the Event is $5.00 which will be used to purchase the
materials for the dinner. Anything remaining will be used to buy items to help fill their pantry.
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2012, 1:00 PM to approximately 5:00 PM
Cost: $5.00
Place: Ronald McDonald House – Hines, IL
(Behind Loyola Medical Center 1st Avenue & Roosevelt Road)
TIC: Pam Romund 847-698-5490, Cell 847-414-4347, promund@kraftfoods.com
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PLANNING AHEAD
Our club is going to celebrate our 55th Anniversary in 2012, what a milestone! So what could make the
occasion extra special? How about a way to share and remember all the pleasant moments, fun times
and great people? If every member shares one story / pictures, with the rest of the group we can make a
nice CD or DVD. Don't keep all these experiences just in your memory, share with your fellow Tritons.
Send your input to: LAlonso@stepan.com Deadline February 15, 2012.
Thank you, Lourdes Alanso
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COAT DRIVE
When:

Ongoing

Bring any Gently Used/New Coats, hats, gloves, scarves and mittens –
WHATEVER you have to donate to homeless veterans to the Triton Meetings
and we will get them to the appropriate people for distribution.
Many thanks!!! Chris Demski – 630-698-9410
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 UPDATE YOUR ROSTERS
Rich Schak
3758 N. Paris Ave.
Chicago IL 60634

Rosana Vemmer
New Email: rvmexicana@hotmail.com
Dave Vemmer
New Email: DavidVemmer@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT
FEED THE HOMELESS VETERANS
When:
Time:
Where:

Sunday November 27th, 2011
11:00AM - until we finish
We will go somewhere for libations afterwards.
900 Ridge Rd. (North Ave. 2 blocks west of Main St.)
Lombard, Il.

***We will be making sandwiches (about 1200), and/or perhaps soup, chili, hamburgers.
Whatever they have on hand that has been donated is what we will use. This food then gets transported
by truck into the city to feed the homeless veterans.
***This is the Sunday after Thanksgiving. If you are hosting Thanksgiving dinner and have the Turkey
Carcass you could make soup and bring that with. Or you could somehow get the carcass to me and I will
make soup.
TIC: Chris Demski – 630-698-9410
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Come on out to the annual

TRITON HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday, December 3, 2011

As always loads of food, fun & frivolity to be enjoyed by all – join in the celebration.
Cost: $26.00 per person
Time: 6:00 PM
Buffet Dinner, Come Hungry!
Appetizers, Salad, Pasta, Chicken, Roast Beef Au Jus and More!
Door Prizes - Cash Bar
Where: Moretti’s Restaurant
1799 Busse Road, Mt. Prospect, IL
The restaurant is situated on Busse Road, south of Algonquin Road

Remember to bring a new unwrapped toy for the Toys for Tots program.
TIC: Your Board of Directors
Contact: Randy Skiba r_skiba@comcast.net 847-394-0975 or Pam Romund 847-698-5490
HTUpromund@kraftfoods.comUUT
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Remember to bring your Toys for Tots to the
Holiday Party Saturday, December 3. They
cannot accept stuffed animals, toy guns or
knives. Sports equipments and board games
are need for the tweens and teenagers. If you
are giving a gift that uses batteries please
supply plenty along with the gift. These children are from underprivileged homes and money for batteries
is not easy to come by.
The mission of U.S. Marines Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program is to collect new, unwrapped toys
during October, November and December each year, and distribute those toys as holiday gifts to needy
children in the community. The primary objective is to deliver a message of hope to needy youngsters and
to unite all members of local communities in a common cause; and to contribute to better communities in
the future.
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Diving Emergency
Management Provider
Program
It is a rare event when a dive emergency is a single

event. More often than not, separate small
problems compound to create a larger problem.
Divers and dive professionals interested in understanding first aid
care for dive emergencies can now take the Diving Emergency
Management Provider course. This single program integrates the
knowledge and skills from several DAN Training Programs into a single
eight-hour day. The Diving Emergency Management Provider course includes:

•
•
•

Oxygen First Aid for Scuba Diving Injuries
First Aid for Hazardous Marine Life Injuries
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) for Scuba Diving

The knowledge and skills from the DAN Advanced Oxygen First Aid for Scuba Diving Injuries

module are optional in this program.

Before the Class
■

You must have current certification in CPR.

■

Let us know if you need a CPR Refresher before the class.

The Class
■

The eight-hour class can either be split up on two weeknights or
be completed over a weekend. See our schedule for days and times.

This class will be conducted on December 17, 2011 and
will last 8 hours

The Cost
■

The course fee is $125 and Includes:
DAN Student Handbook, Oronasal Mask, Non-Rebreather Mask, O2,
Gloves and First aid supplies used in the class.

■

To Sign up call or E-Mail Michael Leibovitz
email: WA9EVF@COMCAST.NET
Home Phone: 773-465-0981,

Successful Completion card is valid for 24 months.
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Tom Atchison was recently chosen to participate in Honor Flight Chicago. Honor Flight Network is a non-profit group
of individuals whose Mission Statement is: Transport America’s veterans to Washington, D.C., to visit those
memorials dedicated to honor their service and sacrifices. There is no cost to the Veteran nor their family for the flight
or their meals. Tom served during WWI in the Battle of the Bulge among other battlefields. He was awarded a Purple
Heart and Bronze Star. He like many others came back to family and friends at the end of WWII and then, still being
in the reserve, served again during the Korean Conflict.
Tom joined the Tritons in November of 1988, we are honored to have him as a member of our organization. Below is
a copy of the letter we sent to Tom to thank him for the sacrifices he has made and for his service to our country.

The Tritons
P. O. Box 1025
Des Plaines, IL 60017-1025

November 2, 2011
Mr. Tom Atchison
338 Berkshire Drive
Lake Villa, IL 60046
Dear Tom:
We are very proud to call you friend – we hope this day with Honor Flight Chicago will live in your memory
forever.
The 1940’s didn’t know CDs, DVDs, personal computers or the Internet; they hadn't been invented yet.
One wrote letters, listened to the radio, read newspapers, made long distance phone calls (with great
difficulty). Times were much more quiet and slow paced until December 7, 1941 – the world changed
forever. So many young men went off to war – Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Merchant Marine – all just
wanting to serve their country.
They did get to see parts of the world they never expected to get to, tourists they weren’t and would have
much rather been back home. Sad to say many never had the opportunity to make it back to home and
family, those that did came back much wiser and older than their years. However, they hit the ground
running, building families, homes and careers. We want you to know how much your sacrifice meant to all
of us – without your service and those of your peers our world would be a darker place.
Life is important and so are the people we know. You are a wonderful role model and an excellent diver.
We value your membership and participation in the Club’s events, working hard but making us laugh. No
one can shovel cereal like you! We are so fortunate that you decided to join our group.
Yours dive buddies and friends wish you nothing but sunny skies and smooth seas ahead. You have
earned it, enjoy!

Triton SCUBA Club
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See Photos from the Honor Flight Homecoming on the next two pages.
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Photos from the Honor Flight at Chicago’s Midway Airport on November 2, 2011

Waiting at the gate for the homecoming

Bagpipers playing for the returning vets
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Tom headed down the hallway toward the gate. Note the sailor saluting him.

Tom, Pat and their very proud family.
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WINE TASTING AND DINNER
NEW VENUE: COOPER’S HAWK
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL
SATURDAY, MARCH 4

It has been a while since we have gathered to taste some of the
fruits of the vine. What a great way to lighten up the winter
doldrums! We will be tasting eight wines – 3 reds, 3 whites, 1
sparking and one dessert. We will be given the backgrounds on
the wines, a little about the various types, tastes, pairings and
more. Don’t feel you are a wine connoisseur? Not a problem that
is the beauty of the tasting. You can taste quite a few wines and
determine what it is you like.
After we conclude the wine tasting we will adjourn to their
restaurant for perhaps more wine and something to eat.
Cooper’s Hawk has a varied menu from burgers and sandwiches,
salads, fish, steak and other fantastic choices. The cost of the
dinner is not included in the price of the wine tasting.
I don’t have the pricing for the tasting as yet since the Arlington
Heights location isn’t open for business as yet. But I would guess it will be in the $10.00 or under range.
Hope to have more information by the November business meeting.
TIC: Pam Romund promund@kraftfoods.com or Home: 847-698-5490, Cell 847-414-4347
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A big

Triton THANK YOU!

The following businesses support our organization and we thank them for the generosity.
The next time you stop in mention you are a Triton & personally thank them for their support.

BELOW H20

BERRY DIVE CENTER

2950 Ogden Avenue
Aurora IL 60504
630-820-2531

3042 N. Milwaukee
Northbrook, IL
847-358-3848

CHICAGOLAND SCUBA

DD DIVE SHOP

732 S. Rand Road
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
847-540-7211

1039 Waukegan Road
Glenview, IL 60025
847-657-3483

DJ’S SCUBA LOCKER

ENTERPRISE MARINE

7840 W. Ogden, Suite #9
Lyons, IL 60534
708-442-4388

420 Michael Court
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-640-8113

HAIGH QUARRY

PEARL LAKE RESORT

2738 E 2000 North Road
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-939-7797

Highway 251
South Beloit, IL 61080
815-389-1479

PIRATE’S COVE DIVING

SCUBA EMPORIUM

1103 West Oklahoma Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53215
414-482-1430

16336 S. 104th Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60467
708-226-1614

SCUBA SYSTEMS

SEA LION DIVE CENTER

3919 Oakton
Skokie, IL 60076
847-674-0222

1158 Lake Street
Hanover Park, IL 60107
630-289-1680

TOUCAN DIVE CENTER

UNDERSEAS SCUBA CENTER

756 Frontage Road
Lake Villa, IL 60046
847-356-7826

611 N. Addison Avenue
Villa Park, IL 60181
630-833-8383
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CONGRATULATIONS
WEDDING BELLS ARE RINGING!!
We wish to congratulate Jon Kitts and Chris Janas on their recent
engagement. Great news - all of us wish them the very best. Chris is a
sweetheart. They are very well suited to one another. Way to go Jon and
Chris!!
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The Tritons
FOUNDED IN 1957
P. O. Box 1025
Des Plaines, IL 60017-1025
November, 2011

Triton DIVE LINE:

847-394-0975

www.TheTritons.com
DAN Sponsor -# 29362











The Tritons
Entertainment at the November Meeting:

Triton Annual Photo/Video Presentation
See you November 22, 2011 at

Giuseppe's
1062 Lee St Des Plaines, IL
(847) 824-4230
The restaurant is situated on Lee Street, north of Algonquin and south of Northwest Highway
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